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CHAPTER NINE

The Geranium in the Window

THE “EUTHANASIA” MURDERS

If the physician presumes to take into
congideration in his work whether a life
has value or not, the consequences are
boundless and the physician becomes the
most dangerous man in the state.
—DR. CHRISTOPH HUFELAND
(1762-1836)

Ir we want to understand violence as a whole, we cannot leave any
of its major manifestations in a fog of half-knowledge. But this
is exactly what has happened with an unprecedented occurrence
of mass violence, the deliberate killing of large numbers of mental
patients, for which psychiatrists were directly responsible. To
both the general public and the psychiatric profession, the details
and the background are still imperfectly known. This is not only
a chapter in the history of violence; it is also a chapter in the
history of psychiatry. Silence does not wipe it out, minimizing
it does not expunge it. It must be faced, We must try to understand
and resolve it.

It should be kept in mind at the outset that it is a great achieve-
ment of psychiatry to have brought about the scientific and humane
treatment of mental patients after centuries of struggles against
great obstacles. In this progress, as is universally acknowledged,
German psychiatrists played a prominent part. And German public
psychiatric hospitals had been among the best and most humane
in the world.

In the latter part of 1939, four men, in the presence of a whole
group of physicians and an expert chemist, were purposely killed
(with carbon monoxide gas). They had done nothing wrong, had
caused no disturbance, and were trusting and cooperative. They




























































